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 1184. The result of this success was a hostile coalition of
German nobles, jealous of Danish interference, but once more
Canute triumphed; Adolf of Holstein was taken prisoner,
and Liibeck and Hamburg came temporarily under Danish
control. Denmark was on the way to becoming a European
power. Even Philip Augustus looked to it for aid in his
projected attack upon England, and though his marriage
with Canute's sister Ingeborg turned out so disastrously, it
was a sign of the position which the king of Denmark had now
attained that his alliance should be courted by the king of
France.
The other two Scandinavian kingdoms were connected
ecclesiastically with the continent, though not politically as
Denmark was, and their aloofness retarded their development.
They, too, had been passing through a long period of civil
war and struggles for the succession, but, unlike Denmark,
they had not emerged from it by the end of the twelfth
century. Of Sweden there is little to be said ; it is historically
unimportant until the middle of the thirteenth century, and
its records are exceedingly meagre. The house of Stenkil
held the throne in the eleventh century, but from the middle
of the twelfth century until the middle of the thirteenth two
families, both connected with this house, fought for the
mastery. The first began with Sverker, who was king from
1130 to 1155, when he was murdered; the second with Eric
in 1155 who was also murdered (in 1160) and was subse-
quently canonised. The descendants of Sverker and Eric
fought for possession of the throne for a century, and each
family held it in alternate succession.1 Only during the
reign of Eric's son Canute was there a period of comparative
1 The houses of Sverker and Eric from 1130 to 1250, the numbers denoting
the order of the kings :
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